
Epilogue 

With these final three volumes we present to the public a compendium, completed through the 

tireless efforts of those involved. It documents numerous lexicographical activities as well as, 

at the core of the lemma collection, the multifaceted, detailed and in many areas almost 

complete terminology of recent dictionary research and metalexicography, closely associated 

with the name Herbert Ernst Wiegand. Here, once again, sincere thanks to Mr Daniel Gietz of 

the publishing house De Gruyter who made the publication possible. 

Matthias Kammerer has calculated the following data regarding the volumes of the 

WBLEXWF. A total of 27263 dictionary and reference articles are included, of which 5709 

are dictionary articles. Each dictionary article is marked with the initials of the author 

(possibly also in combination): Herbert Ernst Wiegand ("HEW"), Matthias Kammerer 

("MK"), Rufus H. Gouws ("RHG"), Michael Mann ("MM") , Werner Wolski ("WW"), as 

well as Angelika Storrer ("AS") and Michael Beißwenger ("MB") who retired as editors of the 

last three volumes: 

- HEW: 4428 articles 

- HEW/MK: 240 articles 

- HEW/WW: 1 article 

- MB/AS: 108 articles 

- MB/HEW: 2 articles 

- MK: 401 articles 

- MM: 86 articles 

- RHG: 12 articles 

- RHG/WW: 12 articles 

- WW: 420 articles 

 

The volumes contain numerous graphs, which Matthias Kammerer created. Herbert Ernst 

Wiegand had made handwritten sketches for his own articles. In the first volume there is a 

total of 120 graphs, in the second volume 454 graphs, and in the newly published volumes 64 

graphs. 



The WBLEXWF is published in a series along with several other prestigious publications by 

the publishing house De Gruyter, and complements the series with a five-volume specialized 

dictionary. The other publications are - only focusing on those of this publishing house and 

not the international journals and other publications that have been published elsewhere, 

including e.g. the numerous volumes of studies on lexicography (the series "Germanistische 

Linguistik" at Olms) -: the "Handbooks of Linguistics and Communication Science" (here 

HSK 5.1: 1989, 5.2: 1990, 5.3: 1991, 5.4: 2013) , the "Internationale Bibliographie zur 

Germanistischen Lexikographie und Wörterbuchforschung" by Herbert Ernst Wiegand 

(Volumes 1 and 2: 2006, Volume 3: 2007, Supplement Volume 4: 2014), and the commented 

"Sachregister" (cited as Wiegand ed. 2015) by Werner Wolski. The earlier phases of the 

development of dictionary research and metalexicography go back to the international 

yearbook "Lexicographica" (see also the article in this dictionary), which has been published 

by Max Niemeyer since 1985 and since 2010 by De Gruyter, as well as the accompanying 

book series "Lexicographica Series Maior”, which in addition to numerous monographs also 

includes proceedings of colloquia. 

The work on these three volumes was only possible because of the fact that in the more 

recently written articles on metalexicographic and language-theoretical aspects a unified 

theoretical position could be presented (e.g. regarding questions of meaning theory). This has 

been combined with efforts to present a simple, critical, content rich and subsequent correct 

way of speaking about and presenting each linguistic expression. 

Herbert Ernst Wiegand developed substantial parts of his theory with reference to printed 

dictionaries. However, this approach is certainly neither outdated nor obsolete. Many of the 

differentiations introduced by him point towards the future, which is why they can profitably 

be further developed in the online lexicography of the future. Therefore we are of the opinion 

that the statements made in the WBLEXWF on metalexicographic and language-theoretical 

aspects are of lasting value. 

When merely looking at the bibliography of the WBLEXWF, it is clear how many scientists 

are currently involved in dictionaries (and not only online dictionaries) and contribute to them 

without necessarily participating in a dictionary project. One should therefore, now and in the 

future, negotiate the fact that people will take note of the numerous results of recent 

dictionary research, including the linguistic aspects, although one often has the impression of 

a very superficial treatment and discussion of metalexicographic as well as language-

theoretical details. 



As far as the users of the WBLEXWF are concerned, we do not only think of the many 

linguists from different fields of specialization but also of those people who are interested in 

the dictionary for other scientific reasons: We also think of the many lay people who are 

interested in questions regarding dictionaries and linguistic aspects. There are many of these 

people throughout the society, as is clear from communication that we receive. Those who do 

not want further training in the field of metalexicographic theory, but instead use dictionaries 

in the context of other topics or relevant questions, can find numerous dictionary excerpts on 

various topics in the WBLEXWF. 

Herbert Ernst Wiegand would certainly have had understanding for the critical linguistic 

remarks regarding the lexicographic practice, but also for those regarding various of the 

earlier views he held. The same is true for the criticism of some details of the "Systematic 

introduction" of the first volume, jointly written with Werner Wolski towards the end of the 

last century. This certainly corresponded with his basic attitude, which emerged since the 

1980s; just consider the controversies around "concept", "definition" and "meaning", or 

clarifications on the status of structures in the dictionary. 

The three volumes are dedicated to the memory of Herbert Ernst Wiegand, who for more than 

forty years laid the foundations for the current availability of relevant terms for lexicographic 

details and their structural characteristics. He would probably not have done things much 

different than what we have done with the available means and time. But he would have 

wondered and asked the question of how we succeeded in producing these three volumes in a 

very short time. Unfortunately, we cannot give him an answer in person.  


